Studies of pyrimidine metabolism during chick development: enzymes involved in CMP breakdown.
The pattern of cytidylate phosphatase, cytidine and cytosine deaminase has been studied in brain, liver, heart and thigh muscles during chick development. The enzymes involved in CMP catabolism appear in the tissues examined at different developmental periods. In the brain and heart a "salvage pathway" would appear in the pyrimidine metabolism earlier than in the purine one. An attempt has been made to explain the probable physiological role, in relation to differentiation, of the metabolic pathways observed in the tissues examined.